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WRIT DENIED

Relator, Romalis Levier, filed the instant application in which he
appears to seek mandamus relief from this Court. For the following
reasons, we deny relief.

Background

Relator alleges that on May 12, 2025, in criminal case number 16-
355, he mailed a Request for Disclosure under the Public Records Law
seeking specific records related to adjudication of his criminal matter.
Relator’s Public Records Request identified the following documents: (1)
a copy of the waiver of rights and guilty plea form; (2) a copy of “Exhibit
A” referenced by defense counsel during the Boykin proceedings; and (3)
a copy of the Boykin form. The district court issued an order on May 29,
2025, denying his request for free production, advising that transcripts
may be purchased from the Chief of Court Reporters, that court record
documents (including the bill of information, waiver of rights form,
minute extracts, and commitment forms) may be obtained from the
Jefferson Parish Clerk of Court at cost, and that any District Attorney
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file materials are available from the District Attorney at a per-page cost
and without any obligation to mail them.

Relator thereafter mailed a Petition to Institute Civil Proceedings
for a writ of mandamus (assigned civil case number 868-379) on June
23, 2025, and received notice on July 19, 2025, to submit an In Forma
Pauperis Affidavit and certified trust fund account statement. On
August 25, 2025, he mailed the completed, notarized affidavit and
statement, along with a letter noting missing pages. On December 12,
2025, relator mailed a Petition for Writ of Mandamus (filed in case
number 16-335), to the district court requesting notice of
status/disposition of his case and the cost to obtain requested
documents pursuant to his public records request. Thereafter, he filed
the instant writ application seeking mandamus relief, asserting the
district court has yet to respond to his request.

Discussion

A mandamus proceeding brought under the Public Records Law is
a civil action. See Landis v. Moreau, 00-1157 (La. 2/21/01), 779 So.2d
691, 696. Relator’s four filings: (1) Petition to Institute Civil
Proceedings at the Trial Court Level for a Writ of Mandamus Against
the District Attorney, (2) Request for Disclosure of the District
Attorney’s Records Pertaining to Criminal Litigation that is Finally
Adjudicated or Otherwise Settled Public Records Law; (3) In Forma
Pauperis application; and (4) In Forma Pauperis affidavit were all filed
in civil court under case number 868-379 on August 29, 2025.

According to the record in civil case number 868-379, the district
court denied all four of the filings on September 3, 2025. However, on
review, it appears relator did not receive a copy of the September 3,
2025 rulings. The service return, dated September 22, 2025, indicates
that it was returned to the district court as “refused — unable to verify.”

The record shows that the district court denied relator’s pleadings
1n civil case number 868-379 on September 3, 3025, therefore, relator’s
request for mandamus relief filed in his criminal case number 16-335 i1s
moot. However, because the service return indicates that relator did
not receive a copy of the September 3, 2025 civil rulings in case number
868-379, we provide relator with a courtesy copy of same.

For the foregoing reasons, relator’s request for mandamus relief is
denied.

Gretna, Louisiana, this 5th day of February, 2026.
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Gretna, Louisiana®
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